XVIII    .
RELIGION
THERE is a motto which I should like to see
written over the door of every place of worship,
both as an invitation and a warning: THOU SHALT
MAKE ME TO UNDERSTAND WISDOM SECRETLY.
It is an invitation to those who enter, to come
and participate in a great and holy mystery ; and
it is a warning to those who believe that in the
formalities of religion alone is the secret of religion
to be found. I will not here speak of worship, of
the value of the symbol, the winged prayer, the
uttered word; I wish rather to speak for a little
of religion itself, a thing, as I believe, greatly mis-
understood. How much it is misunderstood may
be seen from the fact that, though the word itself,
religion, stands for one of the most beautiful and
simple things in the world, there yet hangs about
it an aroma which is not wholly pleasing. What
difficult service that great and humble name has
seen I With what strange and evil meanings it